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Important dates in March 

March 1-5   ISAT Testing 

March 8-12   ISAT Testing continues for Special Ed 

March 16  Early Dismissal 11:15 

   Parent/Teacher Conferences 1:00-7:00 p.m. 

March 18  Early Dismissal 11:15 

   Parent/Teacher Conferences 1:00-7:00 p.m. 

March 19  No School 

March 19-26 * * SPRING BREAK * * 

March 29  School Resumes 
 

News from Mrs. Janssen 

Please do not drop students off before 7:30 a.m. in the  
mornings.   We have students who arrive as early as  

7:15 a.m.  Since we do not have supervision before 7:30,   
students are not allowed in the building prior to 7:30.  Bus  

students are not let in the building until 7:30 as well.  If  
you have a conflict because of work please make  

other arrangements for your students.  
If you have any questions please refer to page 4 

in the Student Handbook.  Thank you! 

ISAT Testing:  
Students will receive a small snack prior to testing each day. 

You can help your child to do his/her best on the tests by: 
1) making sure, if possible that your child attends school on the 

days of testing 
2) Making sure your child gets a good night’s sleep the night  
3) before testing 
4) Providing a good breakfast on the mornings of testing 
5) Reminding your child to ask the teacher questions if he/she 

does not understand the test directions 
6) Letting your child know that you have confidence in his/her 

ability to do his/her best 
7) Advising your child not to worry about the test—just do the 

best he/she can 

 



Lincoln Lucky Bucks:  Have you heard your child 

talking about Lincoln Lucky Bucks?  We are all 

working very hard on showing great behavior.  We 

want students to be respectful, responsible, and 

safe.  Ask your child if he or she has received a 

Lincoln Lucky Buck lately.  See if they can tell you 

hallway rules.  

Reading:  What great readers we have in 2nd 

grade!!  We have enjoyed learning about 

space and America’s past over the last few 

weeks.  Can you name the first person to step 

on the moon?  Have you read any books by 

Laura Ingalls Wilder?  We have also been 

discussing the main idea of stories and the 

“character of the characters”.  We are look-

ing forward to reading topics about transpor-

tation, sea life, and dinosaurs through the 

month of March.  Students are welcome to 

bring in items from home that relate to the 

topics we are discussing.  Don’t forget to 

visit our reading website at 

www.sfreading.com. 

Math:  In math, we have been working on addition 

and subtraction with two digit numbers.  Have you 

heard your student talking about regrouping?  We 

have been working very hard on knowing when to 

regroup and when not to regroup.  Continue to 

practice these skills at home.  We are going to be 

working on time and money in 2nd grade math.  

Please practice identifying coins and their values.  

There are several money games on the internet as 

well.  Let us know if you find any fun websites, so 

we can share those sites with others.  Math web-

site:  www.eduplace.com/kids/mw 

Accelerated Reader:  Way to go readers!  

Many students have been reading AR books 

from the library, classroom, and home.  We 

have celebrated AR achievements with many 

fun parties.  You can visit 

www.arbookfind.com to see if any books in 

your home or the public library are part of 

the Accelerated Reader program.  Keep up 

the great reading!! 

Spelling:  We have worked on “ou” making the 

short u sound along with the schwa sound spelled 

with an “a” or “le”.  We have also been discussing 

the number of syllables in various words.  How 

many syllables does your name have?  Looking 

ahead:  vowel digraph “ue”, schwa sound with conso-

nant –er, long a spelled “ei” and “eigh”, and pre-

fixes.  Continue to practice your spelling words at 

home.     

Assignment Sheets:  The students are doing a 

great job returning assignment sheets with a par-

ent signature.  Please make sure students are read-

ing every night.  Repeated readings are very help-

ful.  Have fun and read, read, read!   

Handwriting:  We are working on our cursive 

handwriting.  Continue to practice the letters 

at home that we’ve done. 
Shoes:  Don’t forget to bring your tennis shoes for 

P.E.  Many students have been without proper 

shoes on P.E. days.  If students are unable to tie 

their own shoes, please practice at home.   
Thank You Beverly Long:  We would like to 

thank Bev Long from the University of Illi-

nois Extension Office.  Mrs. Long did a 

groundhog activity with us and discussed 

healthy eating.  We were able to taste hum-

mus, and she reminded us about the impor-

tance of eating from all the main food 

groups.  We look forward to her Dr. Seuss 

activity on March 2nd.    



2nd Grade Websites: 
www.uptoten.com    www.starfall.com   www.scholastic.com   www.aplusmath.com   

www.dositey.com   www.primarygames.com   www.funbrain.com   www.pbskids.com 

www.iknowthat.com   www.mathmastery.com   www.playkidsgames.com   

www.thatquiz.com    www.kidsgeo.com   www.kidsknowit.com 

www.kidsnumbers.com   http://www.wordle.net   www.time-for-time.com   

www.internet4classrooms.com/grade_level_help.htm 

The Time Has Come… 
The students are working very hard to prepare for our state tests March 2nd-5th.  

We will be taking 3 reading, 3 math, and 1 writing test.   We ask that you  
encourage your child to get plenty of rest, and begin the day with a good  
breakfast during testing.  A light snack will be provided each day, but this  

is not meant to replace breakfast.  Please make sure your child has  
several #2 pencils and erasers at school. 

 
  You can help your child do his/her best on the tests by: 

 1   making sure, if possible, that your child    
attends school on the days of testing 
 2   reminding your child to ask the teacher  
questions if she/he does not understand the  
test directions 
 3   letting your child know that you have 
confidence in his/her ability to do his/her 
best 
 

We greatly appreciate all your effort and support in building the home-school 
connection.  By making school a priority, you are sending the message that  
school is important.                         

3rd Grade Teachers 



Monarch Award:  And the winner is…Scaredy Squirrel by Melanie Watt with a 

whopping 51 votes.  Other top choices were Once I Ate a Pie (38) and Nic Bishop 

Spiders (25).  Later this month, the state winner will be announced, along with 

next year’s nominees. 

In other news, the Education Foundation has approved a grant to purchase 40 new 

books for our library!  THANK YOU EDUCATION FOUNDATION!  Students, 

keep watching the shelves for great new books!  New books to look for include the 

Andy Shane series, Dragon Slayer’s series, Puppy Mudge series, Dav Pilkey’s 

Dragon books, new Mallory and Zelda and Ivy books, and many more! 

Our AR party for Feb will be an extra recess and a take home goodie bag.  Second 

grades will get recess on Monday, March 1st (weather permitting).  Third grade 

date and time is to be determined (after ISAT testing is finished).  Congrats to 

all who qualify and KEEP READING! 

Cold weather: Please send  
warm clothes for recess.  

At Lincoln we follow the guidelines from Child 

Care Weather Watch.   If the wind chill is 20  F 

or above with relatively no wind, we go out for 

recess.   To play in  

the snow children must have boots,  

snow pants, coats, hats, and mittens.   

Smile Illinois 
Smile IL is a mobile dental program that is in their 5th year of  

coming to our district.  For those of you who are unfamiliar with  

this service, it is a mobile dental unit, consisting of a dentist and  

two dental hygienists.  They provide preventative services  

including exams, cleanings, fluoride treatment, sealants, and  

free toothbrushes for student, Pre-K through 8th grade. 

     In the past, “Smile” has come to Pontiac in late spring.  Because 

the visits were getting so close to the end of school, we will be offering this service in the fall of 

2010, instead of this spring.  These dates will be in September.   The applications for this service 

will be in next years enrollment packets.  You may return them with the enrollment paperwork this 

spring; send it to school with your child, or in the fall, prior to Sept 1.      

     Smile IL accepts Medicaid, Allkids, and most Illinois insurances as payment.  If you do not have 

any insurance, your child may still be seen.  You may pay their fee or apply for grant money as  

payment.  NO CHILD IS TURNED AWAY because their inability to pay.   

*You can visit “Smile IL” on the web at www.mobiledentist.com and see their on-line video.  



 
 
 
 

Fighting Cancer Makes 
“Scents” 

 
Lincoln School’s  

Relay for Life Fundraiser 
 

We will be selling smelly pencils for $1.00  
starting March 15th. 

These pencils can be purchased right outside the  
cafeteria door from 7:30 - 8:00 each morning.   

These pencils come in a variety of scents and have been made 
from recycled newspapers.  Fighting cancer and helping the en-

vironment is something to “write” about.   
 

Join us in the fight against cancer. 
 

 


