District 429 Education Foundation Board Meeting Minutes
March 13, 2008
Present: Nicki Rosenbaum, Lori Schrock, Dale Newsome, John Mehlberg, Dan Gschwendtner, Amy Duffy.  Stacey Shrewsbury and Steve Graham.

The meeting was called to order by board president, Nicki Rosenbaum.  

Minutes from the meetings of January 24, February 13 (informal meeting at the Elk’s) and February 28 were read.  Motion to approve by Dale.  Second from Lori.  Minutes approved.

The treasurer’s report was presented with information from the Cash Bash.  Information included a list of silent auction winners, 50/50 winners, and cash bash winners.  

Stacey had all the information from the Cash Bash.  Profit of 7,615.93.
Dale made a motion to approve the report.  Lori seconded.  Report approved.  see provided handouts for itemized lists of income and expenses, etc.
Mini-grants:  There were 7 mini-grant requests.

1. Carol Gray, First Grade at Central:  Leveled reader books to practice guided reading.  Use for 1st graders and Kindergarten = approx. 120 students.  To be stored in the library for check out.  $266.25

2. Laura Ramseyer, PJHS: Music Ace Maestro software to be used with STARS fine arts class.  Successful use of Music Ace I and a need for Music Ace II.  $275.00
3. Judy Donze, PJHS:  4th annual lock in.  Focus upon leadership, team building, and positive peer interaction.  Cost of DJ for music 12-4 a.m.  $200.

4. Bernadett Meiner, Title I at Central:  Earobics computer program for grades 3 – 5.  Helps students increase phonemic awareness through a variety of listen activities.  $329.00

5. Susan Schweigert, Title I at Central: Earobics computer program for grades K – 2. Teacher has borrowed a copy of this program and has seen progress with students’ increased phonemic awareness.  $329.00

6. Janet Ameday, Reading at Lincoln:  Replace or update novels to read orally with students in small groups or one on one.  Goal to help students become better readers.  Teaches approx. 36 students.  10 novel sets. $270.84
7. Deanna Stephens, 6th  -8th  functional special education, PJHS:  Weekly Reader, specially designed for students with disabilities.  Approx. 10-15 students.  10 magazines once a week for 08/09 school year.  $189.00

Discussion of the requests followed.  The 20th Century Club had previously donated $285 with the request the money be used to promote literature.  Carol Gray and Janet Ameday’s requests met the criteria for such, so ½ of their grant money can be from the 20th Century Club.  It will be requested these teachers send a thank you letter and pictures of the supplies purchased to the club.   John made a motion to approve all requests on the 3/13/08 docket for the total amount of $1,859.09 minus the $285 from the 20th Century Club = $1,574.09.  Dan seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed.  
Recap of Cash Bash:

Dan made a motion to set next year’s date for the Cash Bash for Friday, March 6, 2009 at the Pontiac Elk’s Club.  Dale seconded the motion and it was approved.  Save the Date for Friday, March 6, 2009.
Tickets indicate 271 people were served dinner.  

Following is a list of some of the positive feedback from the Cash Bash:
   Fun.  Lots of people had a good time.
   Good food and people appreciated the variety.
   Friday was a good day to have the event.

   Well organized.
   Karl Krause did a good job.
   Wine as an option was appreciated.
   Decorations set for an upbeat atmosphere.
   Jay Rodriquez did a great job as DJ.

Some suggestions for next year:

   Tickets to clearly state the time alcohol being served to help clarify any confusion.
   Not start gambling until guests are finished eating (no one interested until then).
   Predetermine # of tickets sold one week before and let Elk’s know, with the general 

       rule of 100 less than the tickets sold.

   Make sure blackjack players know runners will let them know 50/50 numbers drawn in 

      case they are winners.  When playing blackjack they can’t hear in the back room.
   Keep 50/50 at $2.00.  $5 ticket sales really slowed down.
   Eliminate the wheel- - no one played.
   Keep Ritter and Brunner at the tables.
   Move bankers table--unable to see the board.  Maybe to where the wheel was and also 

      maybe put losers table there too.

   Possibly move silent auction tables to south window or to the right after entering dining 

      room.

   Smaller wine table to avoid congestion.
   Have an oversized check to give to winners for photo op.
   The desserts were wonderful but we didn’t need as much as ordered.  Went through 5 

      single cakes (2 ½ boxes) and thought we could get by with 2 boxes.

   6 cases of pop purchased this year.  Had left over.  Probably could have used 3 cases.

   This year only allowed one loser’s chance.  Why not let people buy as many chances as

      they would like?  

   Sign-out sheet vs. endorsed check for money winners.  Cash for every winner.  

   Have a running video with pictures received from teachers showing the children using

      supplies bought with Ed. Foundation grant money.

Things to be decided:

   Sell 200 or 250 tickets next year?
   Foundation keep some of the money from the loser’s table ticket sales?
   Party favors so everyone walks away with something? pens, cups, etc.
   Have a business sponsor a # (i.e. if ticket number matches the order of number drawn, 
      would win a prize)?
It was suggested to give Jay Rodriquez something for donating his time and equipment.  Lori made a motion to give him $100.  Dan with a second.  Motion approved.  

Plans were made to have a thank you in the Daily Leader to all the contributors, businesses, and workers who helped make the cash bash successful.  There will also be a thank you to District 429 staff for all their help and contributions.  

With the success of the Cash Bash, there are no summer fund raisers planned.  Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 18 at 5:30.  In September, letters will be sent to teachers reminding them of mini-grant proposals to be received and reviewed at the October meeting.  

Motion to adjourn by Lori.  Dan seconded the motion.  Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted:

Amy Duffy, secretary

